
  

     

NUEA e-Newsletter   

Welcome to the NEW, higher-tech NUEA Newsletter!
Times and Technology changes, and so does the NUEA. We're responding to Member needs by producing our 
quarterly newsletter online! Here you'll find all of the same great content that you've come to expect from 
our printed and mailed newsletter, but now you can access it anytime...anywhere! 

NUEA 2004 : Continuity and Change
Important changes to the board of directors and the 
structure of the NUEA

Another Successful "Guess who's coming to Improv?"
This years Guess who's Coming to Improv was an 
incredible event thanks to an energetic cast of comedic 
actors, a myriad of generous donations, a cadre of NUEA 
volunteers and a determined Event Producer.
See the photos from the event!

Member Interview : J.P. Manoux
The latest in our series of interviews with prominent NU 
Alumni working in the entertainment industry.

Upcoming Events
Marketing Yourself Panel, Oscar Party, Mee-Ow Show and 
a Filmmaker Panel!

Member News
Read about what your fellow NUEA members are doing!

Special NUEA Program Updates
Writer Program, Peer Group Program and Internship Program

 

 

 

 

 



  

NUEA 2004 : Continuity and Change

In the summer issue of our quarterly newsletter,
 was interviewed by  as he stepped 

into his role as Co-President of the NUEA West. At the time, his 
goal was to focus on the administration and free 

 for creative projects. So it is perfectly appropriate that 
we begin the New Year welcoming Temple back as Co-President. 
This time, Temple is the one seeking administrative support. Well, 
he is certainly going to get from . Congratulations to 
Hank, our new Co-President! As Volunteer Coordinator last year, 
Hank did such an amazing job rounding up purple support that he 
has been roped into supporting the entire organization. Together 
our Co-Presidents are in an an excellent position to help us explore uncharted waters.

Temple Williams Toni Perling

Laverne 
McKinnon

Hank Chilton

We have not heard the last word from . After three extraordinary years of service, she 
just can’t get enough of the NUEA! We all can look forward to her continued involvement with the Writers 
Spec Workshop. Laverne, we love you and send out a heartfelt thanks for your continued dedication to our 
mission. Your creative spark, easy-going spirit, and endless commitment are sincerely appreciated.

Laverne McKinnon

The NUEA also wants to extend its gratitude to  for his service, and to 
and  for stepping up! As Treasurer, Rob kept the books above the board and out of the 

red. He is relocating to the land of sun, casinos, and Elvis impersonators. We are absolutely sorry to see 
him go, but wish him best of luck in Las Vegas. April, who has been running the NUEA Writer’s Group with 
Steve Appel, has already proven to be an integral part of our board, and we are certain that she’ll only 
continue to be on top of things as our new Treasurer. Lexie did a bang-up job producing our Fall Improv 
Fundraiser (see related article). That’s why we are excited to report that she will be joining David Zucker as 
Co-Vice President of Events. 

Rob Baumann April 
Wright Lexie Weiss

Additionally, two member/volunteers have joined the board – is our new Volunteer 
Coordinator and  is our new Events Co-Coordinator with . Look for both of 
them at upcoming events if you’re at all interested in helping out, or you can
email Hassan at . 

Hassan Arawas
Tim Micsko Morgan Hawley

volunteer@nueawest.org

We are sorry to see our Newsletter Editor  departing. Toni has been our Newsletter Editor since 
Volume 1, Issue 1, and a very active board member for many years. In our last member survey, the 
newsletter was deemed the #1 benefit of membership. Toni has provided excellent event coverage, member 
updates and interviewed industry insiders. She is signing off with her final interview for the newsletter with 
actor J. P. Manoux. Thank you, Toni, for your invaluable support. 

Toni Perling

The organization wishes to thank  for agreeing to co-edit the newsletter under the 
eye of our new Co-President Hank Chilton, but our search for a replacement for Toni Perling as Editor 
continues. If you are interested in becoming the NUEA Newsletter Editor or would like to submit an article 
for publication, please email Hank or Temple Williams at . Of course, 

 will continue to maintain the newsletters layout and design. Justin's design company, 
is available for hire.

Monica Lee Copeland

president@nueawest.org Justin 
Bradshaw Rhapsody

As you can see, leadership at the NUEA rises from the ranks. As much as we are positioned for growth and 
change, we do so mindful of our past. We are dedicated to providing our members with excellent events, 
networking opportunities and programming. 2004 is going to be another tremendous year!

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Another Successful 

This year’s  was an incredible 
event thanks to an energetic cast of comedic actors, a myriad of 
generous donations, a cadre of NUEA volunteers and a determined 
Event Producers.

Guess Who’s Coming to Improv

First things first, according 
to , who co-
produced our fourth 
annual fundraiser, the 
most exciting part of the 
evening was “working with , the extremely 
talented cast and an incredible staff.” Weiss co-produced the event 
with McKinnon and . 

Lexie Weiss

Laverne McKinnon

Temple Williams

The organization raised the bar on November 10, 2003, 
thanks to generous donation of the Paramount 
Theatre and Director hysterical show. We 

already knew that Hitchcock, known for his Groundlings and Mad TV work, would deliver, plus he directed 
one heck of an NUEA Improv in 2002. The difference this time was the spark that resulted from the 
surroundings and dedication of a committed cast and determined volunteers.

Sherry Lansing’s
 Michael Hitchcock’s 

That spark was the first thing members noticed when they walked 
into the reception. The large, open room provided a great 
opportunity for NU grads to mingle and share stories.

, recently relocated to LA, was surprised to “bump into so 
many familiar faces.” According to Weiss, that’s the trick to putting 
on events of this type. The goal is to make people feel comfortable 
enough so they can make new connections and renew old ones. 
“Much of the hard work is behind the scenes.” Without the generous 
support of grads like  and , such a 
spectacular event would not be possible. designed the 
lighting and was assisted by Kari Miller. Plus. A number of 
volunteers like

 and countless others really rolled up their sleeves.

Simone 
Nelson

David Gersh Joe LaBritz
Jeff Ravitz

Hank Chilton, Dorothy Dillingham, Shannon 
Dobson, Heidi Heller, Justin Bradshaw, Toni Perling

Guests  and  were extremely 
impressed by the turnout. If you were going to miss an NUEA 
event, this should not have been the one. Close to 200 people 
turned out to see the improvisational genius of 

A number of 
the most memorable sketches centered on NU inside jokes, 
including a faux newscast from Evanston. For many there, we felt 
like our old photo albums had been opened. Heather Madore 
shared, “Not being an NU Alum, it was wonderful to see what a 
tight knit community Northwestern has after graduation.” Thanks to 
our cast that community was clearly expressed on stage.

Brad Markowich Sue Thomas

John Lehr, 
Kimberly Williams-Paisley, Josh Meyers, Nicole Sullivan, 
Robert Patrick Benedict, Romy Rosemont, Danielle Gaither, 
Rich Kaplan, JP Manoux, and George Newbern.

Weiss, who worked as a talent agent and manager, has recently decided to raise the bar on her commitment 
to NUEA. She’ll be supporting efforts as the new Co-VP of Events. “I’m excited about 
working with David to create new panels and events, particularly those co-sponsored with other 
universities.” That’s a handful considering she is currently working on a Masters in Psychology. More 
importantly, Weiss is grateful to have had the opportunity to help the organization put on a fundraiser that 
had a lot of style. 

David Zucker’s

 

 

 

 



 

 

NUEA Interviews Actor J.P. Manoux

1. What does J.P. stand for?
Jean-Paul. I didn't turn out as French as Dad hoped.

Watching the MEE-OW SHOW as a freshman. I'd never seen 
anything like it. I was blown away by Jerry Saslow and John 
Lehr in particular. So brave, smart, funny, physically gifted, 
and connected to their audience. My ticket was for the first of 
their 8 sold out shows, but I convinced director Jessica Hughes 
to let me hang out in a corner of the light booth so I could see 
the remaining 7. I don't remember reading a book between that 
night and graduation.

2. What's your favorite NU memory and why?

Graveyard shift at Kinkos. Room service at the Chateau 
Marmont. Countless plays and student films leading up to my 
break-out performance as the bastard son of an evil entity in 
PUMPKINHEAD 2 -- a non-union role for which I spent two 
weeks in a special effects make-up chair, performed all my 
own stunts, and was compensated $300 cash. Since then, my 
more legitimate work has appeared in about 20 films, 40 
episodics, 50 commercials, 4 gameshows, 3 video games, and 2 
pieces for NPR's All Things Considered. I've also written a few screenplays and TV pilot pitches, but nothing 
that anyone has been willing to produce... yet.

3. Could you give our dear readers a short history of your 
career since graduating from NU?

Yeah. Take it seriously. Do your homework. Read the commercial industry's specific trades. Advertising Age 
is a great resource and easy to find at a newsstand or online. Whether or not you've got an agent, try to get 
a job assisting the guy who runs camera at a commercial casting office. Even if it's only for a couple weeks 
and no money. You'll hear the reputations of the different agencies, meet the people who decide which 
headshots turn into auditions, and learn more in one day than you might in ten years about what NOT to do 
in an audition. Use TiVo in reverse. Study the current commercial campaigns. Find out which director is 
responsible for which. It's amazing how many actors, fortunate enough to even be considered for a role, 
seem to have no idea what performance is appropriate for whom.

4. You've really established yourself as the go-to guy for commercial work. Any advice to newbies 
on how they can break into that biz?

Know your superpower and know what you want. Ask yourself, 
what separates you from the pack? Are you beyond sexy? A big 
tough guy? Got the voice of a four year old? The shortest path to 
securing a steady paycheck for acting in commercials, series, or 
film will likely show itself once you figure out how to market 
whatever that specific thing is that you do better than everyone 
else. Do that thing loudly. Get rave reviews for doing it. And then 
don't confuse people with, "Now, see me try to play King Lear at 
the blahblah theater in blahblahville." If you've got a bald head, 
bulgy eyes, and excel at comedic physical bits, sell that! You may 
end up playing a bell hop or quirky office assistant more times than you care to mention, but it's not such a 
bad thing being on casting directors' short lists for ANY role. You can stretch and win that Oscar later. Today, 
you're trying to survive as a professional actor. Otherwise... Live cheap. Eat right. Work out. Don't smoke. 
Get sleep. Drive a hybrid.

5. Please expound on any other advice you have for actors 
new to LA.

I played a James Bond type for a Honda Civic spot a few years back, which was really cool. And getting to 
be Michael Jordan's smartass golf caddy for Gatorade was a blast, if only because I got to hang out with him 
for two days. But my favorite spot is probably the one running now for Washington Mutual. I'm pretty much 
playing my nerdy self, but I'm doing things that most people wouldn't dare. Like drive a motorcycle off a 
cliff.

6. You're a veritable chameleon in your commercials -- from the island guy in the Bud Light spot to 
the bunch o'grapes in the Fruit of the Loom campaign. What's been your favorite and why?

 



 

 

Like my headshot, it has become an integral 
marketing tool. My agents can sing my praises to 
casting directors and have them check out my 
site at the same time. Hopefully, a sense of my 
unique style and humor is immediately defined, 
and with a few clicks, they inch closer to saying, 
"Yeah, let's bring him in." Mostly, it saves time 
and money. Downloadable headshot. 
Downloadable resume. No more pricey dupes of 
my demo reel. And for interested friends and 
family, it's an easy place to find the latest news.

7. You have 
your own website ( ). How has 
it helped to market yourself?

jpmanoux.com

I'd like to keep making a living as a character actor while gradually moving to the other side of the camera. 
The actor who really wants to direct... cliche, I know. In five years, I'm probably working on the second 
sequel to my blockbuster romantic comedy, MY BIG FAT ARMENIAN COUSIN. That, or I'm the back-up field 
goal kicker for Glendale's NFL franchise.

8. What are your goals? Where do you see 
yourself in 5 years?

I play an angry robot mime in EURO TRIP and a stuttering host to alien bugs in STARSHIP TROOPERS 2, 
coming soon to a theatre and a DVD rental store near you, respectively. This summer you can see the back 
of my bald head and hear me yell, "Tommy! Look out! Tommy!" in THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW. You'll see 
more, but hear less of me, as Curtis the Caveman on the new Disney Channel sitcom PHIL OF THE FUTURE.

9. Shameless plug time. Are there any upcoming projects we can look for you in?

 

 

 

Upcoming Events

The Annual NUEA Oscar Party!

Sunday, February 29, 5:00 p.m.

Join your fellow NUEA members in watching this years festivities 
and take part in the annual Oscar pool. Refreshments will be 
served.

Hosted by NUEA Member .
Address:
935 West Kensington Road
Los Angeles, CA 90026 
If you're lost, call 213-482-3482

Hettie Lynn Hurtes

This event is free to all NUEA members though it is $10 for 
participation in the Oscar pool. You are welcome to bring guests, 
$5.00 each admission (plus the $10 if they’d like to be in the pool, 
too). Please be aware that you must be at the event before the 
first statue is handed out if you would like to participate in the 
pool.

Please provide names of all attendees.
RSVP is essential to the hotline at 323-820-2349, and space 
is limited.

 

 



 

 

AN EVENING WITH THE MEE-OW SHOW

Monday, March 22, 8:00 at a site TBD. 

Please check your email or this site in the coming weeks for more details.

The cast of this year’s Mee-Ow Show are on their way to LA for Spring Break. Come see a “Best of” this 
year’s show and some improv games, hosted by actor and Mee-Ow alum .John Lehr

 

This event is free to all NUEA members. You are welcome to bring guests, $5.00 each admission. 
. Please provide names of all attendees, as security 

requirements vary by venue. 

RSVP is 
essential to the hotline at 323-820-2349

 

THREE VISIONS: The Filmmaker’s Craft
*Co-sponsored with Columbia College Chicago*

Monday, April 5, 8:00 at the Los Angeles Film School theatre

with wine and cheese reception...
6363 W. Sunset Blvd., 1 block east of Vine, entrance on Ivar 
Structure parking is available for $4.00 per car

Collaborators or competitors? Artistic battles and revelations from three essential points of view: 

•  – Cinematographer: CARNIVALE, MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING, THE LAST 
SEDUCTION, DIRTY DANCING
•  – Editor: PRIVATE PARTS, CHARLIE’S ANGELS, LEGALLY BLONDE 2
•  – Production Designer: MONSTER, NIP/TUCK, GHOST WORLD, CON AIR

Jeff Jur

Peter Teschner
Ed McAvoy

This event is free to all NUEA members. You are welcome to bring guests, $5.00 each admission. 
. Please provide names of all attendees, as security 

requirements vary by venue. 

RSVP is 
essential to the hotline at 323-820-2349

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Member News

NUEA West member is in the PolySci 
Productions/Ron Richards dynamic production of 
Negritude. Featuring a diverse, wonderful cast in 
Monica Calhoun (The Best Man), Joe D. Jonz (most 
recently scene on the new hit series Cold Case), 
Tamara Curry, Jemal McNeil, Edward King III, 
Lamont Coleman, Ms. Landi Maduro, and sensational 
comedian Annie McKnight, Negritude is a thrilling 
theatrical ride of laughter and tears.
4305 Village Theatre, 4305 Degnan Blvd., Leimert 
Park
Directions: (323)923-1230
Shows on 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, and 2/26, all at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 but discounts and industry comps are 
available – call 323-972-6412.

Ed King

Shrink Rap, the comedy feature starring 
and produced by NUEA West member

 and starring alums
and has been chosen to 

compete in its third film festival, The Sarasota 
Florida Film Festival, January 23 to February 1st. 
Check the film out at www.shrinkrapthemovie.com 
and the festival at www.sarasotafilmfest.com.

Doug Cox
Kyle T.

Heffner Mark D
Kaufman Richard Kind

Member  is starring as Nicely Nicely 
in the upcoming production of Guys and Dolls from 
February 11th through April 3rd at the Glendale 
Centre Theatre. For more info go to 
www.glendalecentretheatre.com or call the box office 
at 818-244-8481.

Hassan Arawas

In December, quite a few NUEA members were in 
theatrical productions around town. Member

was in The MET Theatre production of The Edge 
of Allegiance: Sometimes A Great Nation... written 
by E. Rudnick and directed by Joseph Beck. Andy 
Wolf also danced in "A Christmas Thrance" Theatre + 
Dance = Thrance, which was reviewed favorably in 
the LA Weekly. It was choreographed & directed by 
Jessica Schroeder and produced by Stephanie Bell at 
the McCadden Place Theatre. Member 

was in A Pair by Moliere: The Man Hater 
and The Wise Ass Women, newly adapted & directed 
by Tony Tanner in the Great Hall, Plummer Park. 
And member  co-created and co-
starred in the two person show The Arab/Israeli 
Comedy Hour, along with NU alumna . 
Created in Cindy Gold's acting class at NU, the show 
ran at Chicago's ImprovOlympic for six months and 
then for two weeks at LA's ImprovOlympic. 

Andy 
Wolf

Rachel 
Errington

Hassan Arawas

Roni Geva

NU alums are representing us well this awards 
season. As the one of Sex and the City’s 
Executive Producers, was 
nominated for a Golden Globe for Best TV Show, 
Musical or Comedy. For her work as “Karen” on 
Will & Grace, actress was 
nominated for both a Golden Globe and two 
Screen Actor’s Guild Awards (one for 
Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a 
Comedy Series and one for Outstanding 
Performance by a Female Actor in a Comedy 
Series). Actress was 
nominated for a SAG Award as a member of the 
C.S.I. ensemble for Outstanding Performance by 
an Ensemble in a Drama Series. Actor 

was nominated for a SAG Award 
as a member of the cast of Friends for 
Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a 
Comedy Series.
Writers and
were nominated for a Writers Guild Award for 
Best Comedy/Variety Series for their work on 
Mad TV. Writer was nominated for 
her work on All My Children for a WGA Award for 
Best Daytime Series. Congratulations everybody!

Cindy Chupack

Megan Mullally

Marge Helgenberger

David 
Schwimmer

Bruce McCoy Michael Hitchcock

Agnes Nixon

Actress outlasted a bunch of 
other celebrities - including Ben Affleck, David 
Cross, Coolio, Shannon Elizabeth and fellow NU 
alum , among others - in 
multiple hands of Texas Hold’em on the Bravo 
Network’s Celebrity Poker Showdown. Nicole, 
who feigned ignorance the entire time, fooled 
them all and brought home the championship 
which, in addition to bragging rights, netted 
$100,000 for her charity of choice, Alley Cat 
Allies. Congrats, Nicole!

Nicole Sullivan

David Schwimmer

Actor has been cast 
as Judah in the mid-season comedy Come To 
Papa for NBC. Rob and his wife Mollie gave birth 
to their first child, Calvin Fox Benedict on 
Saturday, January 31st.  Calvin and his parents 
are all doing well. Congrats, guys!.

Robert Patrick Benedict

 

 

 

 

 



 

NUEA Program Updates

Writer’s Spec Polishing Workshop 
Has Another Successful Year

Outgoing NUEA Co-President
hasn’t completely removed herself from the NUEA 
fray. For the third consecutive year, Laverne has 
organized and hosted our annual television spec-
polishing seminar at the Writer’s Guild of America. 
This year’s workshop, which began in January and 
is running for three weeks, is designed to give 
NUEA members unprecedented access to high-level 
working television writers in both comedy and 
drama who will help them buff their latest specs 
to a professional gloss. The following members 
participated:

Laverne McKinnon

Anne Cofell, Benjamin Meyer, 
Shaun Zaken, Maria Elana Ferrari, Jenee 
Giles, Owen Hammer, Kellie MacDonald, 
Carrie Seim, Dani Shear, and Dave Wiemer.

This unique seminar is divided into two 
components - one for drama and one for situation 
comedy. Each writer was given feedback by a 
seasoned television writer/showrunner. This year's 
workshop speakers included NU alums
(Married to the Kellys, Becker, Friends),

(It's All Relative, Becker, Duckman), 
and (Alias, Early Edition), as well 
several non-alums who generously donated their 
time including Lawrence Broch (George Lopez, 
Roseanne), Susan Dickes (Nicole Sullivan Pilot, 
Just Shoot Me), and Anne McGrail (Boomtown, 
The Guardian). 

Perry Rein
Michael 

Markowitz
Jeff Pinkner

As a new element to the seminar this year, 
participants in both comedy and drama met with 
an agent, manager, cable executive and network 
executive to discuss general industry issues (i.e. 
how to get an agent, pitching stories, meeting 
with showrunners, become a member of the 
Writers Guild, etc.). This year’s participating 
professionals included UTA Agent Elana Barry, 
Blueprint Entertainment Managers Terry Norton 
Wright and Alex Hertzfeld, USA Network Executive
(and NUEA member) , and FBC 
Executive (and NUEA member) .

Lindsay Sloane
Steffani Relles

Laverne has been very impressed with both the 
quality of the spec scripts and the attention given 
to them by the professional speakers: “This has 
been an incredible opportunity for new writers to 
receive feedback on their material in an intimate, 
non-threatening forum which helps them hone 
their craft. It's very rare to receive this level of 
critique at such an early stage of a writer's 
career." 

If you’d like to participate in next year’s 
workshop, have your spec script ready for 
submission next fall. 

Mentors Wanted for Peer Group 
Program

The NUEA Peer Group Program is looking for 
accomplished writers and actors to be mentors to 
lead the Peer Groups. The goal of the peer group is 
to give NUEA members who are new to LA or new to 
their field of entertainment a support group. Each 
group of 6-12 mentees will be lead by two mentors. 
They will meet regularly for several months 
(schedule is set by the mentors of each group.) 

Please note that this is different from the Writer's 
Group. The goal of this group is not to get feedback 
on scripts, but to have an open forum to get 
business advice and hear about the mentors and 
fellow mentess individual experiences - and to form 
lasting relationships. If you are interested in joining 
the group and particularly in leading one, please
email at .Damona Resnick damona@nualumni.com

Internship Program Going Great
by Heidi Heller

Remember when the “year” began in September, 
not January? By the year, of course, I mean the 
school year. Those were the days: sitting in Norris, 
sipping a beer, envisioning a career in the 
entertainment biz. Oh wait. For many of us, Norris 
was lame, Evanston was dry and Hollywood seemed 
a million miles away. 

Not anymore. This Winter Quarter, instead of 
braving the wind chill, 10 Northwestern students find 
themselves in 70 degree weather working 50 hour 
weeks at such diverse internships as Chasen and Co. 
(public relations), The Gersh Agency (in the stand-
up comedy department), Larger Than Life 
Productions (anyone heard of Seabiscuit?), and 
Athletes In Motion (a South Bay high school sports 
show). With full time employment, they hardly find 
time to enjoy the benefits of Southern California’s 
weather, but they are learning about the industry 
and trying to determine if it is for them – before 
renting the U-Haul after graduation. Many alums 
have generously donated time and money to the 
program – did you know that it costs the average 
student close to $5,000 to spend a Quarter out here 
PLUS tuition? – not to mention letting us know 
about intern opportunities at their companies. 

If you are interested in joining them to support the 
program, please contact , the Assoc. 
Dean for External Programs at

or , the Los 
Angeles coordinator, at . Keep 
an eye out for the interns at upcoming events and 
introduce yourself if you are so inclined. They don’t 
bite and are quite keen to hear about how all of us 
made the transition to a sweater-less society.

Peter Miller
p-

miller@northwestern.edu Heidi Heller
hellerhm@yahoo.com

  
  

    


