
The Fundraiser, held at the hip Cinespace in 
Hollywood on November 9th, 2004, was not 
only a successful resource builder for the NUEA, 
but also served as an exciting overview of the 
accomplishments of NU actors, writers, directors, 
producers, executives, and musicians. A new aspect 
to the yearly event included philanthropy as NUEA 
raised money, awareness and volunteers for the 
local organization the Young Storytellers Program 
(www.youngstorytellers.com).

The evening, wrapped in the appropriate party 
accoutrements of an open bar and terrific hors d’oeuvres, 
was filled with a cross section of graduates of all years. was filled with a cross section of graduates of all years. 
An increase in new and renewing members was part of An increase in new and renewing members was part of 
the success of the evening, and the NUEA approaches 
the new year with a 35% budget increase from the 
previous year. This translates into more amazing panels 
and programs that benefit all members!

The highlight of the evening was the presentation 
of “Celebrate NU”, a dynamic set of clips featuring 

the work of NU actors, writers, directors, producers 
and the like, all LA based graduates who prove that 
there really is an NU mafia at play in the Southland 
(Special thanks to Nate Pence for editing the reel). 
NU alums Dermot Mulroney (RTVF, ‘86) and Dermot Mulroney (RTVF, ‘86) and Dermot Mulroney
Nicole Sullivan (Theatre, ‘91) hosted that portion 
of the evening. A music sampler featuring original 
songs by NU graduates played throughout the 
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NUEA’s Annual “SURVIVING LA” Panel was 
held at the Falcon Theater in Toluca Lake on August 
23rd, 2004. This event produced a great turnout of 
NU grads and guests, eager to get some insider tips 
from the distinguished guests.

The panel included CBS executive Laverne 
McKinnon (RTVF ’87), writer McKinnon (RTVF ’87), writer McKinnon Chad Hodge (Comm. Chad Hodge (Comm. Chad Hodge
Studies,’99), talent manager Meghan Schumacher, 
casting executive Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00), Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00), Damona Resnick
writer/director writer/director Eric Bernt (RTVF’86), actor Eric Bernt (RTVF’86), actor Eric Bernt JP 
Manoux (Theater, ’91) and talent agent Manoux (Theater, ’91) and talent agent Manoux Melisa 
Spamer, representing various areas of entertainment. 
The evening kicked off with each sharing their career 
path since leaving college and arriving in LA. 

The panel and attendees broke down into three 

groups - one focused on Writing, one on Writing, one on Writing Acting, Acting, Acting
and the third about Working in Production.

Writers:
Eric talked about the development process for 

several of his scripts and the differences between 
writing for hire vs. writing for yourself on spec. He 
just finished shooting his first feature as director, 
“Vegas, Baby.” Laverne works in Drama develop-
ment at CBS and Chad is preparing to write a mini-
series about the Disco Years.

Regarding the TV spec market, the landscape has 
changed with more reality programming, but a spec 
script is still the best way to break in. “Arrested 
Development” was cited as a good show to write, 

Surviving LA: Solid Advice From Those in the Know

February 27th
The Annual NUEA Oscar Party The Annual NUEA Oscar Party The Annual NUEA Oscar Par
This party will be hosted by Michael Blum 

this year, and, as always, is open free to all 
NUEA members. Look for more details...

March 14th
“Conversations With...” Screenwriter John “Conversations With...” Screenwriter John “Conversations With...”

Logan, Oscar-nominated screenwriter of “The 
Aviator” is the guest in the premiere of this 
new series of one-on-one interviews conducted 
by NU acting teacher David Downs. Join him 
in these discussions with NU grads who have 
made a name for themselves in the industry.

March
Mee-Ow in LA
The best of the 2005 Mee-Ow show comes 

to Los Angeles for one performance! 

April 18th   
Grand Jury Prize: In Pursuit of Film Festival 

Fame. This panel will examine the filmmak-
er’s dream, be it Cannes, Sundance, Toronto 
or Telluride, and the wild ride of movies made 
on credit that deliver budding auteurs into the 
Hollywood spotlight.

June 6th  
Heaven or Hell?: The Episodic World of Writing 

Staffs.  From Freelance to Show Runner, it’s a 
panel about the lessons of ambition, respon-
sibility and adversity when playing story in a 
room with others. Possible co-sponsorship with 
another alumni organization.

August 22nd
Surviving in LA: the Annual NUEA Confab.  

Come meet actors, casting directors, producers, 
agents, development executives and others who 
have been in the trenches and can give you a 
few pointers on how to find your way. 

October 3rd 
Editor & Savior: Directing & Writing the 

Picture All Over Again. A Panel about the magic 
of re-creating narrative and performance with 
pictures.

Time and location TBD

Upcoming Events in 2005...

NUEA WEST DIRECTORY

An invaluable list of fellow 
members, complete with 
contact and career informa-
tion, is coming your way 
soon. Yet another reason to 
join NUEA. Tell your friends!

TO JOIN THE NUEA

Direct yourself to the 
nearest computer with 
internet and type in 
www.nueawest.org/join

NUEA West
P.O. Box 691702P.O. Box 691702
Los Angeles, CALos Angeles, CA 90069  90069 Los Angeles, CA 90069 Los Angeles, CA

A NU Mafia in Town

...Surviving LA Panel, continued on page 6



Ah, changing careers. There comes a time for 
many of us when we take stock of what we’re doing 
and realize that it’s time for a new set of goals, a new 
set of challenges, and whole rebirth, if you will. For 
many in the creative world, this shift is inevitable, 
to various extremes.

For example, a lot of NU grads leave Evanston, 
move to LA in the hopes of getting that big break 
in film or TV, and become disheartened that it takes 
more than talent or enthusiasm to achieve this goal.

There are so many careers within the entertainment 
industry that someone who carries the love of telling 
a story, through words, visuals, or music can find 

many outlets for this passion. And 
just because that Ivory commercial 
didn’t get you an interview on The 
Actor’s Studio right off, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean you need to throw 
the baby out with the bathwater.

Take a step back and really dig 
deep to what your passion is. If 
it’s to be famous, well, maybe it’s 
time to reevaluate your goals. But if it’s to convey 
some piece of the muse that shows up in you, by 
whatever means necessary, realize that people shift 
gears all the time in this town. Your loyal NUEA 
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JOBLIST NOTICE
To get the list for 2005 you 
must do two things.
1. Be a member of NUEA 
West for the 2005 year
2. Send us an email that you 
want to continue getting the 
joblist for next year. We do 
not roll-over anyone from 
2004! Once you have joined 
for 2005 and received the 
Welcome letter, send your 
email with joblist in the 
subject line to: 
info@nueawest.org.
Thanks!

CALL FOR ACTORS: 
The NUEA  is producing a 
table reading of a member’s 
script on Monday 3/7 from 
6:30 - 9:30pm, and we are 
looking for actors.  There 
are NO auditions and NO 
rehearsals - approximately 12 
parts will be cast based on 
headshot and resume submis-
sions.  Actors will need to 
read the script in advance 
and be present for the read-
ing and the Q&A session 
that follows.    
 The script will be “Boiling 
Point,” a politcal thriller by 
Gayla Kraetsch- Hartsough. 
If you are interested, please 
submit a headshot and 
resume through the mail 
ONLY to: 
NUEA, ATTN: SCRIPT 
READING 
P.O.Box 691702, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069
Please make certain that 
your contact information 
is included.  Your NUEA 
membership  must be up to 
date in order to particpate, so 
if you haven’t renewed... do it 
now!   (If you are not selected 
for the March 7 reading you 
may be considered for future 
readings - we plan to have 
several more this year.)

For questions, comments, 
concerns, please contact 
Heath Corson at
Hcorson@aol.com

Editor’s Ramblings...
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volunteer coordinator
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Stephanie Riggio
Newsletter Editor

Kristina Vanni
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Coordinator
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Co-President emeritus

April Wright (Kellogg ‘92) April Wright (Kellogg ‘92) April Wright NUEA Treasurer and 
Writer’s Group Co-Coordinator – is a writer and Writer’s Group Co-Coordinator – is a writer and Writer’s Group Co-Coordinator
works for several Film Festivals and the Independent 
Spirit Awards. She recently won a Script Magazine 
screenwriting competition; she was previously a 
Business Development Manager for Mattel working 
on video games and interactive television.

Christine Peymani (‘02) Secretary – is a writer Secretary – is a writer Secretary
and graduate of Northwestern University’s English 
Major in Writing-Fiction and the Medill School 
of Journalism’s magazine program. She currently 
works in development at a TV and film production 
company and lives in Malibu with her husband, 
fellow board member Keyvan. 

Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00) Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00) Damona Resnick
Co-President – Producer of NBC’s Co-President – Producer of NBC’s Co-President
Talent Diversity Initiative where she 
produces showcases, events, scholar-
ships, and other programs to promote 
on-camera diversity. She also teaches 
classes and privately coaches actors 

for auditions and helps out with the yearly LANU 
showcase.

David Zucker (BSC RTVF ‘86) Panel 
Programming Coordinator – currently works for Programming Coordinator – currently works for Programming Coordinator
Ridley & Tony Scott as their Vice President of 
Television and is Co-Executive Producer of their 
new show “Numb3rs”. As a writer, he was Story 
Editor on “Judging Amy”, sold drama pilots to CBS 
and ABC and had his plays workshopped in L.A., 
New York and San Francisco. He served as V.P., 
Drama Development at CBS Network and Warner 
Bros. studios, where he was also V.P. of Current 
Programs. 

Dorothy Dillingham Blue (Theatre’96) VP 
Membership – After graduating from the School of 

Communication, she served as Head Counselor for 
the National High School Institute (a.k.a. Cherubs) 
on campus and was an active volunteer for NUEA 
West before joining the board in 2003.

Hank Chilton (WCAS ’91) Co-
President – also has an MFA in Film President – also has an MFA in Film President
and Video from Columbia College in 
Chicago and spent time there and in 
LA with continuous work in produc-
tion jobs, working his way up to the 
position of production manager. In a 
carreer change move, he started over 

as a writer’s assistant on TV shows and is now a writer 
for the show “Nip/Tuck”.

Justin Bradshaw (Theater, ’00)  Justin Bradshaw (Theater, ’00)  Justin Bradshaw Graphic Designer
– He has been pursuing two careers simultaneously 
since coming to La La land: acting and graphic 
design.  He designs pretty graphics and is a great 
teacher of all things Macintosh (rhapsody.jutinbrad-
shaw.com). Lately he’s done some film and TV, yay.

Keyvan Peymani (WCAS ‘99) Keyvan Peymani (WCAS ‘99) Keyvan Peymani VP of DevelopmentVP of Development  VP of Development
– He works with Disney’s corporate/studio division 
and is also currently producing an independent feature. 
While at Northwestern, he majored in religion and 
neurobiology, as well as focusing in music performance 
and psychology. As the VP of Development, Keyvan 
will be overseeing long-term planning and develop-
ment of the organization. 

Kristen Kolada (R/TV/F ‘02) Kristen Kolada (R/TV/F ‘02) Kristen Kolada Membership 
Coordinator – She currently works at Disney Coordinator – She currently works at Disney Coordinator
Consumer Products in Retail Marketing. 

Sarah Lilly (BSC ’78) Sarah Lilly (BSC ’78) Sarah Lilly Email Maven, Database 
Goddess – also an actor and has done a ton of stuff Goddess – also an actor and has done a ton of stuff Goddess
from a whacked out Queen of England in SECRET 
AGENT 420 to a lot of theatre. You can contact her 
at: info@nueawest.org.

Stephanie Riggio (Theatre ’89) Newsletter 
Empress, Music Alums Cheerleader – Stephanie, an Empress, Music Alums Cheerleader – Stephanie, an Empress, Music Alums Cheerleader
LA native, worked as a Radio DJ and News Anchor/
Music Director at NPR affiliate KPCC (LA) for 8 
years, and weekend jock at Clear Channel’s 103.1 
for a year. An accomplished career changer, she is 
a songwriter, session/jingle singer, and voice over 
artist. To keep track, head to www.StephanieRiggio.
com.

Rachel Rothblatt (Speech ‘03) Hotline 
Coordinator – has been pursuing acting in LA since Coordinator – has been pursuing acting in LA since Coordinator
graduating from Northwestern as a Theater major 
and a Political Science minor.  She enjoyed producing 
and acting in this fall’s LA-NU Showcase.

Temple Williams (Theatre, ’87) NUEA Co-
President Emeritus – is the Vice President as the  President Emeritus – is the Vice President as the  President Emeritus
Executive in charge of Production for original series 
at MTV: Music Television, where he has been for the 
past 5 years. Before his move to production, Temple 
was the managing director for the Lookingglass 
Theatre Company in Chicago, where he is still an 
ensemble member. Temple is married to photojour-
nalist Cyndi Finkle; they have a daughter, Sullivan.

Tim Micsko (Speech ’96) VP Events – Within 2 VP Events – Within 2 VP Events
weeks after moving to LA (March 2000), Tim landed 
a job working for the President of Production and 
Development for USA Networks. Now he’s Manager 
of Production and Post-Production in the newly 
merged NBC Universal Television Studio. Currently, 
Tim oversees various aspects of Production and Post-
Production for series like MONK.

Heath Corson (WCAS ‘95) Writer’s Group 
Co-Coordinator  – writer/actor, is a fairly recent 
transplant from Chicago. Heath is the writer of 
the animated holiday special “Scary Godmother’s 
Halloween Spook-Tacular” which ran this past 
October on Cartoon Network and is now available 

on DVD. This past year Heath sold his feature 
“Customer of the Week” and is currently in develop-
ment with a new Family/Adventure script. 

Emily Hache (Theatre, ‘91) Peer Group 
Coordinator – Emily has returned to LA after a two 
year stint traveling across America in a motorhome 
with her husband, Rob. Along the way, they hosted, 
wrote, and produced “Found in America”, a travel 
journal for the Fine Living Network. Emily is 
currently a creative exec at DisneyToon Studios. 
Previously, she was a production exec for Nickelodeon 
and development exec for DreamWorks SKG (each 
time working in television animation). Her husband, 
Rob, is a cinematographer. 

Kristina Vanni - (Theatre ‘01) Events Coordinator
– She moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting 
career. In her spare time she enjoys throwing dinner 
parties and barbecues, so the position of events coor-
dinator is right up her alley! 

David Anderson (RTVF 2000) NUEA 
Photographer – is a freelance magazine writer and Photographer – is a freelance magazine writer and Photographer
screenwriter. Look for his upcoming columns 
in Minneapolis/St. Paul MagazineMinneapolis/St. Paul Magazine, stories of a 
Minnesotan lost in LA. When not writing or 
working a day job (a combination of Mannying 
to ESL teaching to paralegaling) David performs 
weekly at Improv Olympic with The Nights. 

Zoanne Clack (Speech ‘90) Volunteer Coordinator Zoanne Clack (Speech ‘90) Volunteer Coordinator Zoanne Clack
– She spent ten years of her life becoming an 
emergency medicine physician. Moved to LA in 
2000 to pursue a second career in entertainment. 
She’s currently story editor on a mid-season ABC 
show called Grey’s Anatomy.

board and fellow members 
are wrought with personal 
tales of starting over...you are 
not alone. For example, John 
Quaintance (Theater ’92), 
originally moved to LA to 
pursue acting. He discovered 
a love of writing along the 

way and recently penned an 
episode of the sitcom “Joey” (featuring the NU Mafia 
theme). Jeff Rago (Theater, ’89) put aside an acting 
career years ago, worked successfully in Meeting and 
Event planning and recently shifted gears again to 

pursue his dream of becoming an on camera Film/
TV Entertainment Reporter in Los Angeles.

Granted, career changing has its share of chal-
lenges: it’s like going from being a senior back to 
being a freshman in a lot of cases. But the benefits of 
being older and wiser mean that your vision is often 
clearer, and there are bound to be some connections 
already established.

The NUEA is here not only for the new graduates 
heading out to the City of Angels, but is also here 
to support, educate, and enlighten those brave 
enough to take their latest leap into the creative 
pool. Career changers: great things lie ahead!

Stephanie Riggio

Gotta Make A Change?



Ah, changing careers. There comes a time for 
many of us when we take stock of what we’re doing 
and realize that it’s time for a new set of goals, a new 
set of challenges, and whole rebirth, if you will. For 
many in the creative world, this shift is inevitable, 
to various extremes.

For example, a lot of NU grads leave Evanston, 
move to LA in the hopes of getting that big break 
in film or TV, and become disheartened that it takes 
more than talent or enthusiasm to achieve this goal.

There are so many careers within the entertainment 
industry that someone who carries the love of telling 
a story, through words, visuals, or music can find 

many outlets for this passion. And 
just because that Ivory commercial 
didn’t get you an interview on The 
Actor’s Studio right off, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean you need to throw 
the baby out with the bathwater.

Take a step back and really dig 
deep to what your passion is. If 
it’s to be famous, well, maybe it’s 
time to reevaluate your goals. But if it’s to convey 
some piece of the muse that shows up in you, by 
whatever means necessary, realize that people shift 
gears all the time in this town. Your loyal NUEA 
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JOBLIST NOTICE
To get the list for 2005 you 
must do two things.
1. Be a member of NUEA 
West for the 2005 year
2. Send us an email that you 
want to continue getting the 
joblist for next year. We do 
not roll-over anyone from 
2004! Once you have joined 
for 2005 and received the 
Welcome letter, send your 
email with joblist in the 
subject line to: 
info@nueawest.org.
Thanks!

CALL FOR ACTORS: 
The NUEA  is producing a 
table reading of a member’s 
script on Monday 3/7 from 
6:30 - 9:30pm, and we are 
looking for actors.  There 
are NO auditions and NO 
rehearsals - approximately 12 
parts will be cast based on 
headshot and resume submis-
sions.  Actors will need to 
read the script in advance 
and be present for the read-
ing and the Q&A session 
that follows.    
 The script will be “Boiling 
Point,” a politcal thriller by 
Gayla Kraetsch- Hartsough. 
If you are interested, please 
submit a headshot and 
resume through the mail 
ONLY to: 
NUEA, ATTN: SCRIPT 
READING 
P.O.Box 691702, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069
Please make certain that 
your contact information 
is included.  Your NUEA 
membership  must be up to 
date in order to particpate, so 
if you haven’t renewed... do it 
now!   (If you are not selected 
for the March 7 reading you 
may be considered for future 
readings - we plan to have 
several more this year.)

For questions, comments, 
concerns, please contact 
Heath Corson at
Hcorson@aol.com

Editor’s Ramblings...
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board and fellow members 
are wrought with personal 
tales of starting over...you are 
not alone. For example, John 
Quaintance (Theater ’92), 
originally moved to LA to 
pursue acting. He discovered 
a love of writing along the 

way and recently penned an 
episode of the sitcom “Joey” (featuring the NU Mafia 
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TV Entertainment Reporter in Los Angeles.
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Gotta Make A Change?



Holiday Song - Northwestern Style

What was the catalyst for making a 
Christmas record?

In Nov. of 2003, I was going to be doing a concert 
for an organization called the Field Neuroscience 
Institute (a state of the art neurological medical 
research and practice center) at a big gala and had 
been invited the previous two years. I wanted to do 
something special for the event and for my hometown 
(Saginaw, Michigan), so I wrote this quick song called 
“Michigan Christmas” about the things I miss when 
I’m not home for the holidays. Like a scene out of a 
movie, this local radio personality comes back stage 

afterward and says, “You gotta record that song, I’ll 
put it on the radio.” So I went home and did just that 
with Dan Lipton (yet another NU alum), pressed 
about 1500 singles and sold them all that Christmas. 
Along the way, people would ask when I was going to 
be doing a Christmas album, and so....

Tell me about your history with PJ Hanke, the 
record’s producer.

I met PJ the first day of my freshman year at NU. 
We were suite mates in the North Mid Quads. PJ 
was playing football in the courtyard and I leaned 

PJ Hanke, Brian D’Arcy James, 
Charley Harrison in studio
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out the window of my dorm and shouted to 
the first person visible “what’s the zip code 
here?” as I was writing a letter to my high 
school sweetheart. We’ve been great friends 
ever since. Thank God for the USPS!

And when did you decide to team up for 
this project?

PJ was in NY accepting an award for his work 
on a commercial in February of 2004. We met at 
a coffee shop and I asked him is he had the time 
and interest. We sketched out a concept and the 
approach right there. The bulk of the work was 
done in our three days in the studio. He really 
made it happen and allowed it to have a life with his 
contacts and his talent.

When did Charley Harrison get involved?
I knew Charley in school, but it was PJ who 

invited him along. He knew Charley was a great 

guy to do the kinds of jazz arrangements we were 
aiming for.
You’ve had a lot of success on Broadway and 
beyond through the years. Are you planning on 
moving to LA full time?

I’m spending more and more time in LA. My wife 
and daughter and I lived in LA for about six months 
and were considering a permanent move when I got 
a Broadway gig that took me back to NY. So I guess 
“bi-coastal” is the most accurate category.

“From Christmas Eve To Christmas Morn”, featuring 
three original songs and seven traditional selections, was 
released in Saginaw, MI in October [at a benefit to 
support a local family]. It’s out on Brian’s label Horicon 
Music and is available on CD Baby now. For informa-
tion about this record and more about Brian, head over 
to his website: www. BrianDJames.com.

Send an email to 
info@nueawest.org 

and put “Peer Group” 
in the subject line. Be 

sure to tell us your 
fi eld of interest.

Awards season has been great to Northwestern 
alumni.  Writer John Logan has been nominated for 
multiple awards for his screenplay of The Aviator, 
including Oscar, Writers Guild, and Golden Globe 
nominations.  The film itself won the Golden Globe, 
the Producers Guild Award, and is nominated for 
10 other Oscars, including Best Picture. Look for 
the upcoming conversation John will be having with 
Northwestern Theatre Professor David Downs in early 
March. Multi-hyphenate Zach Braff was nominated Zach Braff was nominated Zach Braff
for a Golden Globe for his acting in Scrubs and Scrubs and Scrubs
for a Writers Guild Award for his screenplay for 

Garden State. 
Actor Megan 
Mullally has Mullally has Mullally
been nominated 

for two Screen Actors Guild Awards for Will & 
Grace. The show itself was nominated for a Golden 
Globe and a Producers Guild Award.  Actor Cloris 
Leachman has been nominated for a SAG Award for 
Spanglish. Actor Harry Lennix has received a SAG Harry Lennix has received a SAG Harry Lennix
Award nomination for Outstanding Performance 
by a Cast for his work in Ray and the film itself Ray and the film itself Ray
has been nominated for multiple Oscars, including 
Best Picture. Actor Marg Helgenberger and the rest Marg Helgenberger and the rest Marg Helgenberger
of the cast of CSI have been nominated for a SAG CSI have been nominated for a SAG CSI
Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble 
in a Drama Series.  Writer Cindy Chupack has been Cindy Chupack has been Cindy Chupack
nominated for a WGA Award for Sex in the City
and writers Michael Hitchcock and Bruce McCoy
have received a WGA Award nomination for their 
work on MadTV.  MadTV.  MadTV    Congratulations to all!

In other news, musician Cary Brothers’ exposure 
on the soundtrack of friend and fellow-alum Zach 
Braff ’s film Garden State has helped his song “Blue Garden State has helped his song “Blue Garden State
Eyes” be named by Apple as one of the Top Ten 
Folk Songs of 2004. You can hear it and buy 
his music at www.carybrothers.com. Multi-hypenate 
Paul Fitzgerald has recently completed shooting 
his film Forgiven and is already shopping around 
his follow-up, a musical. Actor Joe Allen Price will 
open in Of Mice and Men  in the part of “Candy” 
at the Secret Rose Theatre through February 20th.  
Actress Lena Coleman can been seen in the musical 
Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens at the Ark Theatre Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens at the Ark Theatre Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens
through March 26th. 

Actress Sarah Lilly is part of Sarah Lilly is part of Sarah Lilly A Stage Oddity – 7 
Short Plays, which recently wrapped at First Stage 

at Franklin and Highland.  Congrats to writer/
director Benjamin Meyer for his award-winning 
short film “What Are You Having?” which premiered 
on IFC on January 31st, at 8:30 PM. The short 
film has played festivals on six continents, but this 
was its first ever television broadcast. If you missed 
it you can likely see it again as it will be in IFC’s 
rotation for the next three years. Actress Carrie 
Seim is performing with The Groundlings Sunday The Groundlings Sunday The Groundlings
Company.  The show is ongoing with new sketch 
and improv each week and can been seen  Sunday 
nights at 7:30 pm at The Groundlings Theater on 
Melrose. And right before we went to press, we 
heard that producer and manager J.B. Roberts will 
be executive producing a pilot and that actor Josh 
Meyers will be starring in another.    

Brian D’Arcy James (Theater, ’90) has been enjoying a successful performing career on Broadway for 
years with leading roles in ”Titanic”, Lincoln Center’s “Carousel”,” Blood Brothers”, “Les Misérables” 
(first National Tour) and was nominated for a Tony for his work in “Sweet Smell of Success”. Recently, 
Brian teamed up with fellow NU grads PJ Hanke (Studio Production/Music ’90) and Charley 
Harrison (Music ’87) to create what is destined to become a Holiday Music staple. I had a chance to 
catch them in the last phases of recording in 2004 and talk to Brian about his exciting project.

...continued on page 7
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Soon after the NUEA 
hosted the exciting 
fundraiser spotlighting 
the NU Mafia here in 
Los Angeles, the NBC 
sitcom “Joey” featured 
that same concept in an 
episode. 

In the show, penned 
by alum John Quaintance 
(Theater ’92), the 
character of Joey crashes 
an NU event and  subse-
quently fakes being an 
NU grad in the hopes of 
furthering his own acting 
career (it works, by the 
way). Coincidence or 
synchronicity? In either 
case, the episode was a 
great showcase for the 
Wildcats in LA!

JOEY GOES TO 
NU

event via an eclectic compilation put together by 
Stephanie Riggio (Theatre ‘89). Those who weren’t 
able to attend this year’s event (or weren’t able to get 
your video or music in time to make the cut) can 
be reassured knowing that this fantastic celebration 
is a yearly occurrence with the NUEA. Until then, 
the NU Mafia will continue to make strides here in 
LA throughout the forthcoming year. 

For detailed information about the “Celebrate 
NU” reel or any of the musical artists heard at the 
event, be sure and head over to the NUEA 
website for links and details.

6
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LEFT: Party-goers
RIGHT: Cinespace Stage 

On October 25 and 26, a number of Northwestern 
Alumni pitched in to put together the LANU 
Showcase at the Court Theater, featuring actors and 
writers new to the entertainment industry. There 
were nine originally written scenes in all, highlight-
ing the work of 8 writers and 18 actors.

Despite an unexpected torrential downpour, 
both performances went well and received a great 
turnout.

The Actors were: Michael Kass, Sue Foley, 
AJ Tesler, Teal Brown, Jonquil Goode, Alex 
Douglas, Beau Davidson, Heath Corson, Laura 
Hess, Polly Morrow, Rachel Rothblatt, Nicole 
Stewart, Lisa Perez, Suzi Cobb, Melli Vytlacil and 
Martha Marion.

The Actor-Writers were: Jason Kessler and 
Alexandra Goldman Writers included: Tom 
Wang, Bernard Hyland, Ryan Maldonado, 
Emma Caywood,Whitney Anderson, 
Phillip Crippen.

IT’S SHOWCASE TIME: LANU 2004

Surviving LA Panel continued...

LEFT: Actors Drea DeMatteo and 
Matt LeBlanc. Photo courtesy of 
Mitch Haddad/NBC

    On Tuesday, December 14th, 2004, the NUEA 
celebrated the season in style with the 2004 Holiday 
Party and Mixer at Jones Bar in Hollywood.  The 
event, co-hosted with the University of Michigan 
Entertainment Coalition and Brown University, 
drew  a signifigant amount of alums from all three 
schools.  In fact, the private party room in the back 
was soon swollen to capacity with beautiful (and 
educated) alums decked out in their holiday best.

In order to facilitate the proper level of mixing at 
the mixer, all guests were assigned an actor, quote, 
or movie and won prizes once all three found each 
other.  Which meant “What’s your quote?” far beat out 
“What’s your sign?” for pick-up line of the evening. 

Amidst the appetizers, drink, prizes and games, 
the all-important networking also took place 
throughout the evening. Since all alumni groups 
present were entertainment industry based, it made 
for a perfect opportunity to meet new people in a 
relaxed environment. 

The NUEA is working hard to continue with events, 
panels and parties that bring NU alums together with 
other alumni groups in Southern California. 

[thanks to Heath Corson for 
contributions to this article]

Holiday Party 2004: NU, Michigan, & Brown Mixer
possibly ‘Two and a Half Men.” The panelists conferred 
that they see too many “Scrubs” scripts lately.

Regarding the paucity of successful television 
comedies, the group responded that programming 
trends are cyclical and original half-hour comedies 
are sure to bounce back.

Actors:
The attendees in the actor’s portion of the event, 

were treated to a more personal and in-depth discus-
sion of the realistic struggles which face today’s 
actors – there was a general consensus among the 
panel of the value of showcases, acting classes and 
non-mainstream performance opportunities. 

Meghan and Melisa revealed what exactly gets them 
excited about representing certain actors and how best 
an actor can maintain and channel that excitement 
level into a mutually beneficial relationship. 

Damona gave an in-depth description of the televi-
sion casting process and revealed some insider tricks 
to maximize one’s chances at getting the audition. 

JP let everyone feel his pain and share in his 

triumph as he spoke candidly of the ups and downs 
of an actor’s lifestyle, no matter how successful. 
there is no magical shortcut to success, most came 
away with a little more hope and confidence as they 
continue to pursue their careers ahead.

Production: 
In the production panel, MTV VP Temple 

Williams and NBC-Universal executive Tim Micsko 
fielded questions on topics ranging from the differ-
ences of working in film versus television to the 
life of a production executive the two main entry 
paths into the world of production are working as a 
production assistant or as an executive assistant do 
everything you can! 

 The NUEA thanks all the panelists for their time 
and advice, and Kathleen Marshall for allowing the 
event to take place at the beautiful Falcon Theater. 
For a schedule of productions at this theater, head to 
www.FalconTheatre.com. 

[thanks to Damona Resnick, April Wright, Kristen Kolada 
and Scott Sobol for their contributions to this article]

Justin Bradshaw
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NUEA member Dustin Perlman and Alessia from 
UMEC (University of Michigan Entertainment Coalition)

If you hadn’t heard, Northwestern Theatre 
Professor David Downs has relocated to Los Angeles 
until the end of the summer and is teaching an acting 
class out here. It’ll be starting up again on February 6 
at The Coronet Theatre 7:00-10:00 p.m. and a few 
spots still remain available. If you’d like more info, 
you can email David at dad666@northwestern.edu.

Additionally, we wanted to mark the passing of actor 
Jerry Orbach, who is best known for his seminal role of 
“Lennie Briscoe” in Law & Order but had a long career 
on stage and screen.  We will miss you.

Please let us know if we’ve missed something 
and we’ll print it in the next newsletter.

Alumni News cont...
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Jerry Orbach, who is best known for his seminal role of 
“Lennie Briscoe” in Law & Order but had a long career 
on stage and screen.  We will miss you.

Please let us know if we’ve missed something 
and we’ll print it in the next newsletter.

Alumni News cont...



The Fundraiser, held at the hip Cinespace in 
Hollywood on November 9th, 2004, was not 
only a successful resource builder for the NUEA, 
but also served as an exciting overview of the 
accomplishments of NU actors, writers, directors, 
producers, executives, and musicians. A new aspect 
to the yearly event included philanthropy as NUEA 
raised money, awareness and volunteers for the 
local organization the Young Storytellers Program 
(www.youngstorytellers.com).

The evening, wrapped in the appropriate party 
accoutrements of an open bar and terrific hors d’oeuvres, 
was filled with a cross section of graduates of all years. was filled with a cross section of graduates of all years. 
An increase in new and renewing members was part of An increase in new and renewing members was part of 
the success of the evening, and the NUEA approaches 
the new year with a 35% budget increase from the 
previous year. This translates into more amazing panels 
and programs that benefit all members!

The highlight of the evening was the presentation 
of “Celebrate NU”, a dynamic set of clips featuring 

the work of NU actors, writers, directors, producers 
and the like, all LA based graduates who prove that 
there really is an NU mafia at play in the Southland 
(Special thanks to Nate Pence for editing the reel). 
NU alums Dermot Mulroney (RTVF, ‘86) and Dermot Mulroney (RTVF, ‘86) and Dermot Mulroney
Nicole Sullivan (Theatre, ‘91) hosted that portion 
of the evening. A music sampler featuring original 
songs by NU graduates played throughout the 
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NUEA’s Annual “SURVIVING LA” Panel was 
held at the Falcon Theater in Toluca Lake on August 
23rd, 2004. This event produced a great turnout of 
NU grads and guests, eager to get some insider tips 
from the distinguished guests.

The panel included CBS executive Laverne 
McKinnon (RTVF ’87), writer McKinnon (RTVF ’87), writer McKinnon Chad Hodge (Comm. Chad Hodge (Comm. Chad Hodge
Studies,’99), talent manager Meghan Schumacher, 
casting executive Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00), Damona Resnick (Theatre ‘00), Damona Resnick
writer/director writer/director Eric Bernt (RTVF’86), actor Eric Bernt (RTVF’86), actor Eric Bernt JP 
Manoux (Theater, ’91) and talent agent Manoux (Theater, ’91) and talent agent Manoux Melisa 
Spamer, representing various areas of entertainment. 
The evening kicked off with each sharing their career 
path since leaving college and arriving in LA. 

The panel and attendees broke down into three 

groups - one focused on Writing, one on Writing, one on Writing Acting, Acting, Acting
and the third about Working in Production.

Writers:
Eric talked about the development process for 

several of his scripts and the differences between 
writing for hire vs. writing for yourself on spec. He 
just finished shooting his first feature as director, 
“Vegas, Baby.” Laverne works in Drama develop-
ment at CBS and Chad is preparing to write a mini-
series about the Disco Years.

Regarding the TV spec market, the landscape has 
changed with more reality programming, but a spec 
script is still the best way to break in. “Arrested 
Development” was cited as a good show to write, 

Surviving LA: Solid Advice From Those in the Know

February 27th
The Annual NUEA Oscar Party The Annual NUEA Oscar Party The Annual NUEA Oscar Par
This party will be hosted by Michael Blum 

this year, and, as always, is open free to all 
NUEA members. Look for more details...

March 14th
“Conversations With...” Screenwriter John “Conversations With...” Screenwriter John “Conversations With...”

Logan, Oscar-nominated screenwriter of “The 
Aviator” is the guest in the premiere of this 
new series of one-on-one interviews conducted 
by NU acting teacher David Downs. Join him 
in these discussions with NU grads who have 
made a name for themselves in the industry.

March
Mee-Ow in LA
The best of the 2005 Mee-Ow show comes 

to Los Angeles for one performance! 

April 18th   
Grand Jury Prize: In Pursuit of Film Festival 

Fame. This panel will examine the filmmak-
er’s dream, be it Cannes, Sundance, Toronto 
or Telluride, and the wild ride of movies made 
on credit that deliver budding auteurs into the 
Hollywood spotlight.

June 6th  
Heaven or Hell?: The Episodic World of Writing 

Staffs.  From Freelance to Show Runner, it’s a 
panel about the lessons of ambition, respon-
sibility and adversity when playing story in a 
room with others. Possible co-sponsorship with 
another alumni organization.

August 22nd
Surviving in LA: the Annual NUEA Confab.  

Come meet actors, casting directors, producers, 
agents, development executives and others who 
have been in the trenches and can give you a 
few pointers on how to find your way. 

October 3rd 
Editor & Savior: Directing & Writing the 

Picture All Over Again. A Panel about the magic 
of re-creating narrative and performance with 
pictures.

Time and location TBD

Upcoming Events in 2005...

NUEA WEST DIRECTORY

An invaluable list of fellow 
members, complete with 
contact and career informa-
tion, is coming your way 
soon. Yet another reason to 
join NUEA. Tell your friends!

TO JOIN THE NUEA

Direct yourself to the 
nearest computer with 
internet and type in 
www.nueawest.org/join

NUEA West
P.O. Box 691702P.O. Box 691702
Los Angeles, CALos Angeles, CA 90069  90069 Los Angeles, CA 90069 Los Angeles, CA

A NU Mafia in Town

...Surviving LA Panel, continued on page 6


